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Mresrs. Fv1rorns,—Feeling as I do, an ardent desire 
for the present happiness and well being of all rational | 


intelligences, | cannot refrain, consistently, from offer- | 


ing one remark, for the consideration and consolation | 
ef the female part ofthe community. It may be asked, | 
why address this class particularly? My reason is 
obvious. I can affirm, witheut the least disparage- | 
ment to their sincerity, (for a view taken of the Ortho- 
dox churches, generally, demonstrates it,) that they 
are the most credulous—unsuspecting—easily deceiv- 
ed by the arlful and designing priest, in whom they 
put implicit confidence. 

How distressing is it, to see the operations{of the hor- 
tible doctrine of endless misery, upon the delicate feel- 
ings, of the most sympathetic part of society ? 

Who, sueceptible of the least sympathy or pity, 
does not shudder, at beholding its dire effects, upon 
thore tender mothers and feeble Sisters, who cannot 
nerve the masculine arm against its inhuman attacks ? 
Here we behold the Mother weeping over her child- 
ren; looking upon them, with distracted countenance, 
as the subjects of the wrath of God; while our dear 
Bisters are lamenting the probability of their being, ere 
lovg, exposed to the fiery flames of etwrnal vengeance, 
time without end. Thus they are perpetually exer- 
gised with awful apprehensions. 

In room of the Clergy’s stepping forward in defence 
ef the most innocent, they are found busily employed, 
in pouring into their ears, the most diabolical senti- 
ments; and tormenting their souls with all the agony, | 
this doctrine is calculated te inspire. Most unnatural ! 
But dear Mothers and Sisters; ** Fear not: for, be- 
hold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shali 
be unto all people; for unto you is born this day, in 
the City of David, a Savtour,* which is Christ the 
Lord.”—He, (the Saviour) * took little children in 
his arms and blessed thera, saying, of such is the king- 
dom of lbeaven.” Healso says; ** I came not to de- 
astroy men's lives, but to save them.” 

How delightful the thought, to realize, that we are 
all ** the heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.”°— 
Most moralizing thought,and how perfectly ca@culated 
to advance us, one and all, in the divine purposes of 
the Deity. M. B. B. 











* Not tormentor. 


INEFFICACY OF FORMAL PRAYER. 


In one of the assemblies in America, during her war 
with Great Britain, wherein there was a majority of 
Presbyterians, a law was proposed to forbid the pray- 
ing for the King by the Episcopalians, who however, 
Gould not conveniently omit that prayer, it being pre- 
scribed im their Liturgy. Dr. Franklin, one of the 
members, seeing that such a law would occasion more 
disturbance than it was worth, said that he thought it 
quite unnecessary, for, added he, * those people have, 
to my certain knowledge, been praying constantly these 
twenty years past, that God would give the King and 
his Council wisdom, and we all know that not the least 
notice has ever been taken of that prayer; so that it is 
Plain they have no interest in the court of heaven.”— 
The house smiled, and the motion was dropt. 
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The Moralist —No. XHL 


'“ The unjust knoweth no shame.”— Zephaniah iii. 5. 


|. There is no text in the sacred oracles less frequent- 
ly quoted than this; and yet there is none that con- 
tains a more interesting truth. The unjust man, in- 
|de@d, knoweth no shame. The person who can de- 
liberately injure his friend or neighbor, is void of feeling. 
He has long since abandoned himself to do evil. If | 
may be permitted the expression, he has settled the 
account with his conscience. Whatever pain it might 
have given him when he first deviated from the paths 
of rectitude, he is now hardened in iniquity, and his 
conscience has become seared as with a hot iron. It 
is a true remark, that no man ever became desperate- 
ly wicked at once. He ascended, step by step, till he 
reached the highest summit. of vice and depravity.— 
The reeling drunkard, that staggers through our streets, 
was once a sober, virtuofs person; and had any per- 
son told him what he was to come to, and pointed out 
to him his future course in life, he would have exclaim- 
ed in the language of Hazael,, “ Is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this great thing?” 5o little do we 
know the deceitfulness, of.the human heart! ‘The 
reader will, perhaps, ask, what has drunkenness to do 
with injustice? Lanswer, the drunkard is av unjust 
person. He may not, perhaps, have ever cheated his 
neighbor out of his honest dues; bat, my friends, is 
| not that man unjost, who spends-his time in rioting 
(and drunkenness, while his family are pining in misery 
and want? While he disregards the peace and hap- 
piness of those te whom he is united by the most en- 
dearing ties, and pursues a course which, if persisted 
in, must draw down destruction on his head, he is not 
only unjust to his family, but he is unjust to the inter- 
ests of society. His example is pernicious, He spreads 
his baneful influence around, like the plague or pesti- 
lence. How often has the melaucholy spectacle been 
| preser ited to the world, of the lovely youth, seduced 
‘into the paths of the destroyer, by the vile machina- 
‘tious of the profligate wretch, who, regardless of all the 
fine feelings of humanity, casts about fire-brands, ar, 
rows and death! The cries and anguish of the affec- 
tionate mother at the ruin of her darling child, is music 
to his ears. With a heart harder than the nether 
mill stone, he rejoices in the misery of his fellow crea- 
tures. My friewds, you may think I have painted in 
too high colors, the character above mentioned ; but 
look around and contemplate the misery that has been 
occasioned by these nuisances, and you will not think 
the picture so strong as the reality. But, my beloved 
friends, happy would it be for mankind if these char- 
acters, detestable as they are, were the only people 
that are unjust. There are others, who practice fraud, 
who are deceitful, who use all their art to draw the 
unwary into their snares. ‘They can make great pre- 
tences to religion, attend conference meetings, and 
there profess great love for the souls of their fellow 
creatures; they can sigh and groan, mest piteously at 
your lost condition by nature, as if the Deity had not 
as much concern for your precious, immortal soul, as 
they have. Itis certainly an impeachment of the char- 
acter of our Almighty Parent, to suppose that he bas 
less regard for the final happiness of the human race, 
than a poor frail mortal, who is but of yesterday, and 
knows nothing in comparison with Ompiscience. But 











Pranklin’s Memoirs,—Vol. ii. p. 699. 








to proceed to our subject: there are many, I will net 


say all, those, whe, with their apparent piety, will op- 


| press the widow and fatherléss, and defraud them of 


their patrimony, and for a pretence make long prayers. 
Yes, my friends, these persons will thrust the poor mar 
into prison for a trifling debt, which, through misfore 
tune, he is unable to pay; and will meanly plead ne- 
cessity for what they do, as did a certain great charac. 
ter described by Milton in his Paradise Lost; 


“ So spake the Fiend ; and with necessity, 
The tyrant’s plea, his devilish deeds excused.” 


Thus, all unjust-persons can plead necessity for what 
they do; as if any thing could justify wickedness and 
fraud. Such people know no shame. The divine 
precept of our Lord and Master, ** Love thy neighbor 
as thyself,” is totally disregarded by them. Some of 
them will gravely inform us from the. pulpit, that it is 
impossible for mankind to obey the commands of God ; 
as if he, who is goodness itself, would, like a capri- 
cious tytant, command us to do what he knows we 
cannot perform. Jf this is not lying for God, and 
talking deceitfully for him, as- Job expresses it, | do 
not knew what can be termed lying or deceit. Can 
such persons imagine that they may hide their wick+ 
edness from the eyes of their Maker,—he, to whom the 
darkness of midnight is as the blaze of noon day,—he, 
who knoweth the secrets of all hearts, and who will re- 
ward every man according to his work! May be, 
they think God is altogether such a one as themselves; 
and are flattered with the vain thought that they shall 
escape the punishment of their sins. . 

‘““'The unjust know no shame.”? When a person 
ence gives way to-injustice.or fraud, all virtuous sen- 
timents are extinguished in him. May we, my breth- 
ren, ever do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
God ; then we shall have the approbation of a good 
conscience, which will afford us great consolation in 
the hour of death, which must sooner or later overtake 
us. May we ever shun the paths of those who know 
no shame. May our souls never come into their secret, 
and to their assembly may our howor never be united ; 
for destruction and misery are in ther paths, and the 
way ofipeace, they bave not known. 
West-Cambridge, April 20, 1824. 

as 2 ae 
MISSIONARY CHAIRS, 
Exiract of a letter from Stockbridge, Mass. 


‘“#* ** * Some time ago the Orthodox in this vi- 
cinity, made an effort to raise money to fill what they 
call the Lord’s treasury. Those who were destitute 
of money, were urged to give any kind of property or 
produce, which was to be sold at auction, and the 
avails put into the missionary box. Among other poor 
men they applied to a chair-maker for charity—his 
having a family to support, and bis indigence could 
not excuse him, it was agreed that he should make one 
chair which was to be sold for the benefit of the Lord's 
treasury. Some men on hearing this, called on the 
poor mechanic, and told him if he would make the 
chair and paint it according to their directions, they 
would pay him the money and a generous price for it, 
Accordingly the chair was made of huge dimensions 
and covered with historical paintings and mottoes cal- 
culated to expose the greedy avarice and daring wick- 
edness of missionary mev. It is said that the chair 
chost from 12 to 15 dollars,—but the missionary men re- 
fused to accept it, and it is still to be seen in this town. 
I have not seen the chair myself, but I think you may 
rely on the Correctness of the above ptatement.” 


MoRALier. 





Plain Truth, 
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From the Gospel Visitant. 


THE SECOND DEATH. 


"Phe Second Death, spoken of in several passages iv 
Revelation, has been generally understood to signify a 
state of never-ending misery in the coming world ; 
where far the greatest part of mankind will experieuce 
the pain of positive torment with every possible aggra- 
vation, as long as God exists, as a just reward for the 
sins they have committed in this life. This sentiment 
is supposed to be held forth and vindicated by the gen- 
eral tenor of scripture where it treats on the subject of 
punishment for sin, or of rewarding mankind according 
to their works. 

For some considerable time past this sentiment has 
been doubted, by many in this country, as it has by 
some perbaps in the most of christian countries ever 
since the days of the apostles. However, even among 
those who have been fully satisfied, from the general 
tenor of scripture, that the opinion of the endless mis- 
ery of God’s rational offspring is not a truth which the 
wisdom of God saw fit to incorporate in the body of di- 
vine revelation, there are many who are still so much 
under the influence of traditioval sentiments and no- 
tions, that when they read of the second death they 
hardly know in what light to view it. ‘This difficulty 
is nothing more than what might rationally be expect- 
ed, for it is undoubtedly crue that sentiments and opin- 


vory happy one, for if this result differ from the common | Rom. xi. 7—10, ” What then? Israel hath not ob 
opinion, it must of necessity, issue in something better, tained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
as it is impossible that it should in any thing worse. obtained it, and the rest were blinded (according 45 it 
As we take the scriptures for our guide, wherever, is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, 
this guide leads we ought to be willing to go, and by eyes that they should not see and ears that they should 
no means compel our pilots on to rocks and quicksauds not hear) unto this day. And David saith, let their 
for the sake of gratifying notions erroneously formed. table» be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumb)j 
The Death of which an illustration is to be attempt-* block, and a recompence unto them: let their eyes be 
ed, being called the “ Second Death” renders it neces- darkened that they-may not see, and bow down theiy 
sar: that we inquire, to what death is it second ? back alway.” Dan. xii. 2, ‘* And many of them that 
Therefore labors en this general subject may be pro- s!cep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to ey. 
perly directed to ascertain, _erlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting con- 
ist. That death to which the second death may be | tempt.” 
properly considered second. And, This passage in Daniel very fitly corresponds with 
2d. The Second Death, and its similarity to the first. | the words of Paul before quoted, “ The election hath 
The general opinion represents those deaths as differ- ‘obtained it and the rest were blinded,” the dust of the 
ent in ther nature and circumstances as 1s possible to earth in which the Jewish Church wis asleep, was the 
conceive. ‘The first death is supposed to be the death | carnal ordinances of the Jaw, and the added traditions 
of the bedy, and: the second a state of never-ending by which they made tbe law void. Jobn v. 28, 29, 
misery. “Marvel not at this; for the hour is coming, in the 
The death of the body consists in a total extinction which all that are in their graves shall hear his voice, 
of life with all its appendages. In this situation there and shall come forth; they that have done good unte 
is no sense of desire, no sense of pain, or pleasure ; uo the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil, 
hopes, of course no disappointment ; no love, nor fear; unto the resurrection of damnation.” Mat. xxv. 46, 
in short no happiness nor misery. Second to this, it is ++ 4nd these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 
believed that a state of positive sufferings in the eter-' but the righteous into life eternal.” For an illustra 
val world is properly placed, but we think erroneously. | tion of the passage quoted from Daniel, that quoted 
One moment of rational reflection would suggest the from John v. and this in Matthew, the reader is refer- 


. 





ions which are erroncous, having been imbibed in 


greater propriety of calling the above mentioned state lred to No. 2d, p. 85.* Those scriptures which I bare 
of punishment, the second life; because in such a svp- | quoted in this case are gencrally understood to refer to 








youth while the mind is tender and susceptible of quick ; posed state there are many appendages which bear a the same state of endless punishment which is suppos- 
and deep imMpress:one, frequently never cease to act in likeness to the life of man in this world, while there is ed to be denominated the Second Death in Revela- 


some degree on the mind while the person lives, not- | 
withstanding, perhaps he may see cause to Change the 
general sentiments of his mind in respect to religion. 

It isa fact noticed in the scriptures, that those Jews 
who were converted to Christianity were superstitious- 

fond ef the ceremonies of the law of Moses, while 
those who were converted from the heathen idolatry, 
irequently retained some superstitions reverence for an 

idol. 

Such powerful influences are by no meaus so easily 
shook off as many may imagine, and while they think 
they are well perged from: the old leaven of the Phari- 
sees, some tinctures may still continue to agitate the 
affections and to blind the mind. Under such disguis- 
ed and improper influence, no reasonable doubt ought 
to be entertained, that in the reformation from Popery, 

Protestants retained some doctrines of the Catholic 
es which are as characteristic of the beast as any 
ws their whole creed; and while the reformers paid 
great attention to apply the power of cleansing to the 
euteide, too much uncleanness which lay within was | 

ssed by unnoticed. 

Of all those doctrines which constitute the dark mys- | 
tery of iniquity, and stand in opposition to the dc ctrine | 

ef the gospel of life, none can, with equal right, chal- 
Jenge so high a rank as that of the never-ending, un- 
vaerciful punishment above-mentioned. Should we, 
consider this doctrine in relation to the character | 
which it gives to the Father of our spirits, it must, 
shock the mind with very sensible surprize, to see those 
oruelties which marked the characters of heathen 
gods, sublimated to infinity in the merciful Jehovah 
whose tender mercies are over all his works. Nor 
floes the consideration of this sentiment in relation to 
ite effects on the human heart, any more endear it to 
the embrace of those affections, which having been 
turned into the current of gospel grace, extend a chris- 
tian charity to all mankind. 

Being confident that the foregoing remarks, on the | 
@octrine of endless punishment, are untrovertible in| 
the nature of things, it is conceived to be perfectly safe | 
to begin our examination of the Second Death w 

expectation of finding it to stand on different ground , 
from the commouvly received opinion. 








if the result of the present disquisitions prove a dis- 


appointment te those who are in the habit of believing 
ii the Commen opinion, this disappointment must be a 


,uation into which their unbelief brought them, will 


| should not see with their eyes, nor understand with 


ith an, 


; stand with their heart, and should be converted, and I 


not one which bears the least resemblance of the death | 
of the body. The death which it seems proper to state | 
as the first death is the apostacy of the Jewish church, | 
which apostacy we shall find to be called or represent- | 
edasadeath. See John viii. 21, “Then said Jesus | 
again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me} 
and shall die in your sins: whither I go ye cannot 
come.’ 24, “ { said, therefore, unto you, that ye shail | 
die in your sius ; fgr if ye believe not that { am he, ye| 
shall die in your gins... The common opinion that 
Christ spake in the above quotations, of the death of 
the body, is corrected by the 5list verse of the same 
chapter. ‘* Verily, verily, | say unto you, ifa man 
keep my sayings, he shall never see death.”” Jesus 
could rot mean here that a man could avoid seeing the | 
death of the body by keeping his sayings, but that a | 
man wight avoid seeing that death which those would | 
die who did not believe in him. 

_ Keep in mind that this death in sin is a consequence 
which the Saviour connects with unbelief, in the fol- 
lowing: ** For if ye believe not that I am he ye shall 
die in your sins.” A few scriptures relating to the up- | 
belief of the Jews, and the state of death and condem- 


here be considered. John xii. 37—41, “ But though 
he had done so many miracles before them, yet they 
believed not in him; that the saying of Esaias the pro- 
phet might be fulfilled, which he spake,—Lord, who 
hath believed our report? And to whom hath the arm 
of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not 
believe, because that Esaias said again, he hath blind- 
ed their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they 


their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 
These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory and 
spake of him.” Mat. xiii. 13, 14, 15, “* Therefore 
speak [ to them in paiables : because they seeing, see 
not: aad hearing, they hear not; neither do they un- 
derstand. And in thet is fulfilled the prophecy of 
Esaias, which saith, by hearing ye shall hear and shall 
not understand; and seeing, ye shall see, and shall 
not perceive ; for this people’s heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they 
have closed; lest at any time they should see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should under- 





should heal them.” 1 


* 


tion. 

But it is worthy of notice that the state of condem- 
nation, into which unbelief brought the Jews, is never 
called, in scripture, the SECOND DEATH, though it is 
represented asa death. ‘lhe plain reason is, it being 
a death of unbelief and apostacy under the first dispen- 


sation, or Covenant, it is the first, and not the second, - 
death. f, 


That the state of condemnation into which the Jew- 
ish Church fell, is not a state of endless punishment, is 
evident from many scriptures, particularly Kom. xi. 
where the apostle continues his discourse from the 
above quotation, ‘“‘ I say then, have they stumbied 
that they should fall? God forbid ; but rather through 
their fali salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to 
provoke them to jealousy.’ Verse 15, ** For if the 
casting away of them be the recouciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be but life from the 
dead.’> And more to this effect may be seen in the 
same chapter. 

2d. The death which the scriptures represent as. 
second to the death which has been here illustrated, 
is the apostacy of the Christian Church, and the state 
of condemnation connected with it. To this subject 


our minds may be directed by the following scrip- 
tures. 


Heb. x. 26—29, ‘+ For if we sin wilfully after that 
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a certaiv fear 
ful lookirfg for of jndgment and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses’ 
law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 
of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Soa 
of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite to the spirit of grace?” Rom. x» 
20, 21, 22, ** Well, because of unbelief they yey 
broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high 
minded, but fear: for if God spared not the natural 
branches, take heed lest he also spare net thee. Be- 
hold, therefore, the goodness and severity of God: o8 
them which feil, severity ; but towards thee, goodness, 
if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou alse 
shalt be cut off.” The evident meaning of the apostle 


ae 





* Of the Gospel Visitant, vol. 1. 
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bere, is, on the Jews who FELL, God’s severity fell ; 
and if you, Gentile believers, do not continue by faith 
in God’s goodness, you also will receive the severity of 
God, in being cut off, as the unbelieving Jews were 
broken off through unbelief, 2 Thes. ii. 3, * Let no 
man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not 
gome, except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.” St, 
Paul spoke of the fall of the Jews in the quotation 
above, and here he speaks of the falling away of the 
Christian Church and of the setting up of the man of 
sin. The blessed Jesus who sowed the word of the 
kingdom, in the hearts of the believers, knowing that 
this falling away, in the then future age of the church, 
would take place according to the signs given under 
the law-by the travel of the Jewish Church, represent- 
ed it ‘ou his usual method, by a parable. See Mat. xiii. 
$4, 25, &c. ** Another parable put be forth unto them, 
saying, the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed in his field: but while men 
slept his enemy came and sowed tares among the 
wheat, aud went his way, &c. 1 Tim. iv. 1, “ Now 
the spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
gome shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seduc- 
ing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” 

The first passage where the words second death oc- 
car, stands in such @ Connexion as to reuder its mean- 
ine easy to be understood. And it will appear, on a care- 
ful exa nination, not only to favor the idea which has 
been sige sted, but to contain argument withiu itself, 
to satisiy Christian professors, in general, that the sec- 
end death dves not mean a state of endless punish- 
meut. ii. 8—11, “* And unto the angel of 
the church in Smyrna write; these things saith the 
first and the last, which was dead and alive; | know 
thy works, aud tribulation, and poverty (but thou art 
rich) aud | know the blasphemy of them which say 
are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of 
gita.. Fear none of those things which thou shalt saf- 
fer: beho.d, the devil shall cast some of you into pri- 
sou, that ye may be tried; aud ye shall have tribula- 
tion ten days; be thon faithful unto death, and I will 
vive thee a crown of life. He that bath an ear, let him 
hear what the spirit saith unto the churches; he that 
overcometh shall not be burt of the second death.”— 
Note Ist. This address is to a church of believers, 
who are exhorted not te fear these things which they 
had to suffer, to try them. ¢d. Those who overcome 
ill the triais which were put upon them, were not to 
be hurt of the second death. 3d. The fair conclusion 
it, that those who fell from their stedfastness in the 
faith and patience of Christ, would be hurt of the sec- 
onddeath. 4th. It is the opinion of Christian profes- 
sors in general, that those who are brought to believe 
in Christ may fall away, yet wot finally. It is 
then erideni, that those who were believers in him 
who is the first and the last, who was dead and is alive, 
were liable by being overcome of the devil, to be hurt 
oi the second death. 

The epistle to the church in Sardis is remarkably 
clear on the subject in discussivn, Rev. iii. i—6, ‘*And 
unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; these 
things saith he that hath the seven spirits of God, and 
the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a 
wame that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, 
and strengthen the things that remain, that are ready 
to die: for | have not found thy works perfect before 
God. Remember, therefore, how thou hast received 
and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If, therefore, 
thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, 
and thou shalt not know what hour | will come upon 
thee. Thou hast a few names, even in Sardis which 
bave not defiled their garments; aud they shall walk 
With me in white : for they are worthy. He that over- 


See Nev. 


thre y 


Cometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment ; 
and | will not blot out his name out of the book of 
life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and 
before his angels, He that bath aa ear, let bim hear 
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what the spirit saith unto the churches.” Note Ist. 
The church in Sardis is accused of being pEAp. That 
this Death is the seconp DEATH, is evident from the 
text quoted from the apostle to the church of Smyrna. 
‘* He that o¥ercometh shal} not be burt of the second 
death.” This shows, as has been noticed, that those 
who do not overcome, but ate overcome, must be hurt 
of the secoud death. ‘The church in Sardis had fallen 
into death, and are exhorted to repent; they had not 
overcome, but were overcome, therefore, according to 
the texts, when compared, the church of Sardis had 
fallen into the sEconD DEAYU. 2d; It is acknowledg- 
ed that there were a few names in Sardis, who had not 
defiled their garments. This was a testimony against 
the greatest part that they had defiled their garments. 
Those who had not defiled their garments were to 
walk with him who hath the seven spirits of God and 
the seven stars, in white, being worthy. This isa tes- 


timony, that those who had defiled their garments, |. 


should not walk with Christ, because they were not 
worthy. 3d. To those who overcome, it was promised, 
that they should be clothed in white, and that their 
names should not be blotted out of the book of life, 
but that their vames should be confessed before God 
and his angels. This is a plain testinony, that those 
who had not overcome, but were dead, should not be 
clothed in white vor walk with Christ, but that their 
nates should be blotted out of the book of life and dis- 
owned before God and his angels. 4th. In that the 
text proves that the major part of the church in Sardis, 
had defiled their garments, it as fully proves that they 
once had garments which were not defiled. And wherein 
the text shows that those who did tot overcome, 
should have their names blotted out of the book of 
life, it as fully shows that their names had been writ- 
ten in the book of life, for they could not be bletted 
out if they had not been there. | 
(To be concluded in our next.) 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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JONAWS GOURD. 


The short history of Jonah, recorded in the book 
which bears his name, is doubtless ** written for our 
learning.” Notwithstanding Jonah’s anger on the ac- 
count of the gourd, he was a figure of the resi..rection 
of Christ, and of his being “* preached unto the Gen- 
tiles, aud believed on in the world.” Mat. xii, 39, 40. 
** But he answered and said unto them, an evil and 
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign ; and there 
shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet 
Jonas; for as Jonas was three days and three nights in 
the whale’s belly; 20 shall the Son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 

Jonah was directed to go to Nineveh, and say, “ yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” After 
his message was delivered, he waited to see what 
would become of the city, and in waiting, he saw a 
general reformation, which prevented the ruin of the 
people. Jonah, on secing this, was angry, and wished 
to die, rather tham live to see the people saved. He 
urged this as a reason why he was unwilling to go, 
when im his own country. He said, (chap. iv. 2,) 
‘¢ And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, 
O Lord, was vot this my saying when I was yet in my 
country? Therefore | fled before thee unto Tarshish, 
for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and respentest 
thee of the evil.” b 

In Jonah we see the temper of many whom we call 
good men, and doubtless they are, though in a bad mis- 


sents the same order of men. 
to grow up in the night, which Jonah thought would in 
the day time screen him from the heat of the sun, but, 
before he needed the shade of it, a worm ate the root; 
so that it withered and did him no good, This also 
made him so angry, that he said, * it ie better for me 





take, orgreat error, ‘Lhere are many good men, who 


or suffer millions to be eternally miserable ; yet they | 
know he is gracious, and merciful, and of great kind- , 





uess, and though they do not really wish any to be| 


for years, have been preachiog that God will destroy, 
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miserable forever, yet they choose to have it so, rather 
than have it proved that they have been preaching 
that which will never come to pass. 


Jonah’s tenvper of mind concerning the gourd, repre- 
The Lord caused a gourd 


to die than live.» Observe, Jonah was angry because 
the people lived, and the gourd died. Had the peo- 
ple all died, and the gourd lived, Jonah would have 
been pleased, and gone home rejoicing. How many 
ministers and others, are there, who, when hearing 
that all men will be saved, have gone home angry, 
and when at home have heard that a few plants in the 
garden were destroyed, manifested the same mind ! 

How was Jonah and such men reproved by the Lord 
in the two last verses of the book of Jonah! ‘* Then 
said the Lord, thou hast had pity on the gourd, forthe « 
which thou hast not labored, neither madast it grow ; 
which came up in a night, and perished in a night; 
and should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, where- 
in are more than six score thousand persons that can- 
not discern between their right hand and their left 
hand; and also much cattle ?”’ 

Let those people who are so zealous for saving their 
plants, and having millions miserable furever; let 
such consider, that if Ged loves his creatures as well 
as Jonah loved his gourd, or as much as they love their 
corn, grass, cattle, and children, he will save them 
with an everlasting salvation. As certainly as he sav- 
ed all the Ninevites, so he will save all men from sim 
and death, E. 8. 

Nantucket, April 10, 1824. 
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INDIAN SPEECH. 


The Speech of Sagona Ha, which signifies the Keeper 
Awake, a Chief of the Seneea Nation of Indians, 
known by the while people, by the name of Red Jack- 
et, in answer to a Speech of the Rev. Mr. Alexander, 
a Missionary, from the Missionary Society in New- 
York, to that Nation, delivered at a Council, held af 
Buffalo-Creek, in May, 1811. 


Brother, We listened to the talk you delivered to 
us from the Council of Black Coats* in New-York.— 
We have fully considered your talk, and the offegs you 
have made us, which we perfectly understand, and we 
return our answer to them, which we wish you also to 
understand. In making up our minds, we have looked 
back, and remembered what has been donc iv our dayg, 
and what our fathers have told us was done in old 
times. 

Brother, Great numbers of Black Coats have been 
among the Indians, and with sweet voices and smiling 
faces, have offered to teach them the religion of the 
white people. Our brethren in the east listened to 
them—turned from the religion of their fathers, and 
took up the religion of the white people. What good’. 
has it done? Are they more friendly one to another, 
than we are? No, brother, they are a divided people; 
we are united: they quarrel about religion: we live 
in love and friendship; they drink strong waters, have — 
learnt bow to cheat and practice all the vices of the 
white people which disgrace Indians, without imitat- 
ing the virtues of the white people: Brother, if you are 
our well wisher, keep away and do not disturb us. 

Brother, We do not worsbip the Great Spirit as the 
white people do, but we believe the forms of worship 
are indifferent to the Creat Spirit ; it is the homage of 
a sincere heart that pleases him, and we worship him 
in this manner. 





* ‘The appellation given to Clergymen by tha ha 


diaas. 
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Brother, You wish us to change our religion for 


yours; we like our religion, and do not want another. 
Our friends (pointing to Messrs. Granger, Parish and 
Taylor*) do us great good. They counsel us in our 
troubles, and tell us how to make ourselves comforta- 
ble. Our friends the Quakers do more than this— 
They give us ploughs, and instruct us how to use them. 
They tell us we are accountable beings, but do not 
say we must change our religion. We are satisfied 
with what they do. 

Brother, For these reasons we cannot receive your 
offers; we have other things to do, and beg you to 
inake your mind easy, and not trouble us, lest our 
heads should be too much loaded, and by and by 
burst. 





* Mr. Granger is the agent of the United States for 
Indian affairs, and resides at Buffalo. Mr. Parish is the 
Indian Interpreter: and Mr. Taylor is the agent in the 
Society of Friends, for improving the condition of the 
Indians, and resides near the Alleghany river. 
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From the Herald of Salvation. 


UNIVERSALIST PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


The following is a list of Univergalist periodical 
works, published in the United States. 


CaRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, published semi-month- 
ly at Portland, Me. 4 pages quarto, $1 per annum.— 
Rev: Russell Streeter, Editor. 

UniveRsatist MAGAZINE, published weekly at Bos- 
ton, quarto, $2 50 per annuin, or $2, if paid at the 
tommencement of the volume.—Rev. H. Ballou, H. 
Ballou, 2d, and Thomas Whittemore, Editors. 


Gosreet HERALD, published weekly at the city of 
New York, 8 pages royal octavo, $2 per annum.—Mr. 
ienry Fitz, Editor. 

Rewtocrovs IwavtrRER, published semi-monthly, at 
the city of Harttord, (Con.) 8 pages royal octavo, $1 
per annum. 








Tue GAzeTTEER, published weekly, at the city of 


-Philadelphia, 8 pages quarto, $3 per ammum. Rev. 


Abner Kneeland, Editor. This paper commenced on 
the first of January last ; but is considered a continua- 
tion of the “ Philadelphia Universalist Magazine,”— 
which was discontinued some months since, iu conse- 
quence of the temporary absence of the Kditor. 

CaristiAN Reeostrory, published once in two 
months, at Reading, Vt. 48 pages duodecimo, $! per 
apnum. Rev. S. C. Loveland, Editor. 

EvANGELICAL REPERTORY, published monthly, at 
@harlestown, Mass. 16 pages octavo, $0 75 per annum. 
Rev. Edward Turner, Editor. , 

HERALD oF SALVATION, published semi-monthly, at 
Watertown, N. Y. 8 pages royal octavo, $1 per an- 
num. Rev. Pitt Morse, Editor. 


Gosrret ApvocaTE, published weekly, at Buffalo, 
BW. Y. 8 pages royal octavo, $2 per annum. Rev. 
Thomas Gross, Editor. 


GosPeEx InavireER, published semi-monthly, at Lit- 


' Ue Falls, N. ¥. 8 pages royal octavo, $1 per annum. 


Rev. George B. Lisher, Editor. 

RocuEsTER MaGAzinE AND THEOLOGICAL REVIEW, 
published monthly, at Rochester, N. Y. 16 pages octa- 
vo, $1 per annum. Rev. J. S. Thompson, Editor. 

MESSENGER OF PEACE, published semi-monthly at 
Hudson, N. Y. 8 pages royal octavo, $1 per annum.—- 
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ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 


Mr. Soromon ARTHUR, of the Christian connexion, 
bas renounced the soul-chilling doctrine of annihilation 
prevalent in that sect: and vow freely proclaims eter- 
nal life, as the gift of God through Jesus Christ, to the 
whole human family. May the Lord strengthen his 
hands in the best of causes.—-Roch. Mag, 
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A SONG OF GRATITUDE TO HIM, 


“% Who rides upon the stormy winds, 
And manages ihe seas.”’ 


Afar from port, tremendous stormy skies! 

All round, the raging, roaring billows rise! 

Hope fied, despair appear’d in evry face ; 

To God we rais’d our cries! his hand we trace, 

The storm was hush’d—those boisterous waves 
were still ; ; 

All nature bow’d submissive to his will. 

Praise him ali hearts! let everlasting songs 


THE HEAVENLY TURNPIKE, 
“6 4 new and living way.” 


How plain are we taught, in divine Revelation, 
The only infallible way of salvation :— 

Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with God, 
For this is the strait, and the heavenly road; 
Befriend the poor, th’ oppress’d in deep distress ;— 
The suff’ring widows, and the fatherless ; 

Avoid the spots a vicious world impart : 

Know thou and serve the Lord with ail heart.— 
He lovy’d our sinful race, and sent his Son, 

Not to condemn, but save, a world undone. K, 


PEACE ON EARTH, AND SALVATION 
FROM SIN. 


Great God of peace! enth:on’d above, 
Kind source @{ pure co.opassion ! 

Now fill the world with peace and love; 
Diffuse thy great Salvation. 


No more let rannons, swords and spears, 
Fill earth with dire confusion,— 

Destruction, borror, grief, aud tears, 
The fruits of mad delusion. 


Trne love to God, and love to man, 
With pure serene affection, 
Fulfil the glérious gospel plan, 
Insure divine protection. 
Great Prince of Peace! descend and réign, 
Kedeeming ev’ry nation ; 
Abolisb war, and guilt, and pain, 
Throughout this vast creation. | K. 





From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


EXTRACTS AND REMARKS, 


Mr. Editor,—My neighbors of the Hopkinsian per- 
evasion are very much alarmed on my account, and 
take all methods to show me, except those which 
would be likely to convince a rational person, that my 
doctrine is calculated to encourage sin, and fiatier in- 
mortal souls into the belief that they will be saved 
without holiness, Among other weapons wielded by 
religious combatants, | was presented with a little vol- 
ume of Essays on Christian Doctrines, written several 
years since, by the now Dr, GaRvNnER SpRinG, of the 
city of New-York, But who can imagine my surprize 
on meeting with the following description of a christian 
character, under the head of ** Pracrican OBE- 
DIE NCE? 


‘“* The scriptures uniformly represent a life of prac- 
tical godliness a decisive test of christian character.— 


the children of God and the children of the devil.— 





righteous ; he that committeth sim is of the devil.’’ 


MAGAZINE. 





Of joy and gratitue employ our tongues, K, | 






~~ tee 


‘** There is an inseparable connexion between & hoh 
heart and a holy life.” My 
‘* Moses Sinned ; Samuel sinned; Paw] sinned ; Pe., 
ter sinned; and. yet they ‘were all fervently pious,— 
The melancholy fact is, the best of men do sin greatly, 
They are sometimes the subjects, of the most awidl 
defection.” ' 

‘* It is needless to conceal the truth, that the sjps of 
good men are of an aggravated character. - It isin vain 
to say they do notsinknowingly. They often sin with 
calmness ‘and deliberation. They. often commit it in 
defiance to the sober dictates of reason, and in defiance 
to the most powerful conviction of their consciences,” 

‘** It is in vain to say, they do not sin volnntarily.— 
(No man was ever constrained to sin. Sin cannot be 
forced upon men contrary to their own inclination... 
The children ‘of God therefore do sin,” 

“ There is no principle within the whole compass of 
morals, that acmits of more strict demonstration thas 
this, that there can be but two moral characters that 
are essentially different. It is absurd to say, he is 
‘neither a saint nor a sinner; neither penitent nor im- 
penitent. One side or the other will claim every intel» 
‘ligent being, in heaven, on earth, or in hell.” 


Indeed, said I, after selecting the above plain ac 
' knowledgments and statements, are such the men that 
are forming characters for eternity? Are they alatm- 
ted lest sinners should expect to be saved? Do they 
_talk of licentious doctrine ? Do but look at the above 
extracts ; and see to what characters Hopkiisianism 
promises heaven. It is to the best of men; to those 
' that ain greatly, often, most aggravatingly, most awful 
ly, knowingly, calmly, deliberately, in defiance of rea- 
son, and against the convictions of conscience. “ He 
that committeth sin is of the deyil;” and therefore, 
those whom the Docior calls the best of men, are offen 
children of the devil—great children of the devil~ 
voluntarily his children, &c. and to all such rightcoup 
ainners, orthodoxy promises life. Now can it be possi- 
ble that my neighbors love my sou! so well, as to want. 
to make me sucha christian? Would they have me 
so “‘fervently pious.” as often to become a great, aggra 
eating, reluntary child of the devil? 

We do very weil know, Mr. Editor, that Dr. Spring's 
description of ** Practical Obedience,” as above stated, 
agrees well with the lives of many who profess the or 
thodox religion, and that it is worse than vain to at- 
tempt to wake people of common discernment believe 
that they do not sin as often and as deliberately as 
people in general who profess no religion. But | de 
hope my religious opposers will not so underrate my 
understanding, as to suppose I shall be caught in a fly 
trap of orthodox Essays, in which the known charaeter 
of those fervently pious men, is given. who sin ia the 
mauner described. If these children of the devil ate 
safe, let us hear no more of dangerous doctrine! 
OBSERVATOR, 

—— 














MARRIED, 
| Inthis city, by tha Rey. Mr. Parkman, Mr, Leonard 
|W. Spaulding to Miss Emily Eaton. 

On the 19th ult. by the Rev. Dr. Gardner, Mr. 
William Howard, of Alua, Me. to Miss Mary T. 
Carney. 

Ou the 20th ult. Mr. Geore Searle to Miss Susan C. 
Perkins, daughter of Samuel G. P. Esq. 

By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Joseph Lopez to Miss 
| Mary Hammond. 

At Leachmere’s Point, by Rev. Thomas Whittemore, 
Mr. George Studiey to Miss Mary Lovell, both of 
Cambridge. 





/ 


DIED, 

In this city, Mrs. Fanny, wife of Mr. Scammel Pen- 
niman, aged 56. Mrs. Mary, consort of the late Mr. 
N. Merriam, aged 55. = Mr. John H. Eaton, aged 
38. Bradley Cummings, youngest child of Mr. Eph- 


A holy life is the grand mark of distinction between|raim P. and Mrs. Nancy Steele, aged 1 year. 


On Monday morning last, at South Boston, of a lin- 


Let ne man deceive you, he that i .. | Sering illness, which she bore with great patience @ 
you, at doeth righteousness is resiguation, Mrs. Susan G, Hunting, wife of Mr. Dar- 


iel F. Humting, aged 23. 











